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THE WHITE-HOT sao OF WAR TRANSFORMS 
SOME MEN TO TEMPERED STEEL . SOME IT 
BREAKS. BUT A HANDFUL OF MEN SEEM TO 
BE MARKED BY THE DEVIL HIMSELF TO SERVE 
HIM IN THE SLAUGHTER OF BATTLE « SUCH 
AMAN CAME WITH THE 8E° ARMY TO 
— IN AANUARY 1943 . 


THE DEVILRY BEGAN THAT MONTH WHEN A COLUMN 
OF BRITISH TROOPS CAME FROM THE DESERT TO TAKE 
EL AMOREZ, A KEY-TOWN OF TUNISIA, HOT-BED 


OF SPIES AND FURTIVE HATE . 





2 The Brave And The Damned 


Chapter 1. Prophecy in Blood 


LIEUTENANT SIMON SNAITH'S BROODING EYES GLITTERED AS HIS SERGEANT HALTED 
THEIR PATROL ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE ARAB QUARTER OF EL AMOREZ. SNAITH 
KNEW THE SERGEANT HATED HIM... 
d, ie, NES io, ATS 













Es 
Bay 








$ WHAT'S THE MATTER , 
| SERGEANT BRENT — BETTER 
|F7 MASTER YOUR COURAGE . WE'LL BE 
HERE SOME TIME .I PROPOSE TO GET 
THAT SPY WE'RE LOOKING FOR, {_\ 
at a TF | 


iF IT TAKES ALL DAY / 
BRENT, A VETERAN DESERT FIGHTER , SWALLOWED HIS DISLIKE OF THE SNEERING 
NEW PLATOO! GRIMLY, HE ORDERED THE PLATOON TO FALL IN 


I_ THOUGHT YOU 
WANTED THE PLATOON 


















~~ T/LL TELL YOU WHEN 
I WANT YOU TO THINK, 
SERGEANT... A 





The Brave And The Damned 
SNAITH POINTED TOWARDS A LOW-BUILT HOUSE... 
MAKE SURE NO ONE LEAVES THAT PLACE, 
SERGEANT. IT’S THE HOUSE OF HASSAN 
\ ED-DHIN, A FORTUNE-TELLER .I SUSPECT | 
\. HIM OF BEING THE SPY WE ARE ie 


2 
To =~. LOOKING FOR. 


cone 


THE SERGEANT PLACED HIS MEN ROUND THE HOUSE, AS ‘SNAITH MADE HIS WAY 


INTO THE VILLA... 
TO ADMIT SNAITH 
HAS NERVE — . 
WALKING INTO A 
NEST OF SPIES 
SINGLE- HANDED. 


5 HASSAN 1S JUST. 
A _CRANKY CRYSTAL-GAZER. 
H.Q. VETTED HIM YESTERDAY 
AND FOUND HE WAS NO SP™. 4 
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HASSAN ED-DHIN, PHILOSOPHER, MYSTIC AND ASTROLOGER , WELCOMED 
SNAITH _IN THE HOSPITABLE ARAB FASHION. 


\ 





I THOUGHT YOU WERE 


JOKING AT HEADQUARTERS 
YESTERDAY, EFFENDI, WHEN 
YOu SAID YOU WOULD VISIT 
ME THAT I MIGHT READ 
YOUR DESTINY. 


HASSAN LED THE WAY TO AN INNER ROOM, AND SNAITH'S SENSES, ALERT FOR ANY 
DANGER , COULD DETECT THE PRESENCE OF NO ONE ELSE IN THE VILLA. “CYNICALLY, 
HE LET HASSAN INSPECT HIS PALM - 


ee. IF 1 CANT TRAP THIS 
FORTUNE-TELLING TRICKSTER 


THIS 1S REMARKABLE / 
JAND BEARS THE MARKS 
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SNAITH'S PEBBLY EYES NARROWED. 
HE HAD NO FAITH IN HASSAN'S ++. THIS STAR 1S THE MARK 
OF THE KILLER. MEN WILL SAY ITIS 


POWERS TO FORETELL THE FUTURE. 

% Your TO THE DEVIL HIMSELF YOU OWE THE 

MYSTERIES So YOU IN THE PUN NESS OF TIME «. 
2 eee 

PROPHET. LET TO YOU! FULLNE 

























4 


you 
LIVE THROUGH 
THIS WAR OF THE 
NATIONS TO BE A} 
GREAT LEADER | 
— ALL ABOUT YOU 
MEN WILL DIE, BUT 
YOU WILL SURVIVE ... 







SNAITH SCOWLED . CLEARLY THE ARAB HAD GUESSED THE DRIVING AMBITIONS WHICH 
HE HAD REVEALED TO NO-ONE . BUT HASSAN ADDED A FINAL WARNING . .. 


BEWARE OF THE 


BY DEVIL, EFFENDI — IN : 
WHATEVER ‘GUISE HE COMES 
FOR THE DEVIL ALONE IN ALL 
THE FIGHTING STILL TO 

COME, CAN ENCOMPASS 
YOUR DEATH . 


5 
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WAS TOO MUCH. SNATTH?S HAND WENT TO HIS HOLSTER, 
AND THE ARAB SAW WITH SWIFT FEAR THE MENACE IN 
UE YOU DONT TRICK ME, HASSAN . 
YOU'RE A CHARLATAN, PASSING 
INFORMATION TO THE 
GERMANS « 








IT IS NOT TRUE, 
= EFFENDI =I AM 
NO : 


DRIVING HASSAN BEFORE HiM] FROM ROOM TO ROOM, SNAITH SEARCHED FOR 
INCRIMINATING DOCUMENTS = A HIDDEN RADIO, OR ANY POSSIBLE SIGN OF 


MAYBE IT WILL COMFORT ¥ 
WHEN YOU ARE EXECUTED, HASSAN, 
=), TO THINK THAT YOUR DEATH WILL 
LEAD TO MY PROMOTION THE 
FIRST STEP IN THE CAREER 
YOU FORETELL 
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SNAITH DID EVERYTHING BUT RIP THE VILLA APART IN HIS SEARCH, AND i 
GRADUALLY IT CAME TO HHV THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE. HIS FURY 
RETURNED . q 

i { 





ASO SS 5 
IVE GOT TO 
HAVE SOME EVIDENCE 
OF ESPIONAGE ~LIKE 
THAT BATCH OF GERMAN 
CODE -SHEETS I FOUND 4] 
tN THE SHOP WE 


THEN HE REMEMBERED THAT ONE OR TWO OF THESE CODE-SHEETS — 
Negra ee EVIDENCE IN YESTERDAY'S CASE — WERE STILL 


I USE’ ONE OF THE 
SHEETS NOW? WHY 
SHOULD L LET THIS 
SPY ESCAPE FOR 
LACK OF 
EVIDENCE ? 
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(| [THE ANGUISHED HASSAN SAW IT ALL — THE QUICK J 
MOVEMENT OF SNAITH'S HAND FROM HIS BREAST 
POCKET TO THE BUREAU DRAWER . THE MYSTIC 





HASSAN SAW SNAITH'S NARROWED EYES, HARD AND REMORSELESS, AND bag 
FLEAS DIED IN HIS THROAT. INSTEAD HE MADE A FRANTIC BID TO ESCAPE . 
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COOLLY, SNAITH CUT HIM OFF, CORNERED HIM AND TOOK CAREFUL AIM . 





IT'S BETTER THIS WAY. 
NO INTERROGATIONS , 
JUST A CASE OF ‘SHOT 
WHILST ATTEMPTING 

TO ESCAPE ¢ 


LEAVE THE BODY WHERE IT IS, SERGEANT. 
PUT A GUARD ON THE HOUSE, AND SEND 
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AS SNAITH EXPECTED, WHEN HE PUT BUT AS SNAITH LEFT THE C.0.’S BILLET, 
IN HIS REPORT — THE THIRD SUCCESS | | HIS SELF-SATISFACTION WOULD HAVE 
HE HAD HAD THAT } Zag) | BEEN JARRED IF HE COULD HAVE READ 
WEEK — THE C.O. g COLONEL’S THOUGHTS . 

SENT FOR HIM - ; : ; 

I CONGRATULATE YOU 

ON YOUR RESOURCE, 

SNAITH. I'M 

RECOMMENDING YOU 





FOR SHEER 
EFFICIENCY SNAITH 
DESERVES THAT 
PROMOTION . -BUT 
HE’S GOT EYES AS 
COLD AS A SNAKE — 
I HOPE I'VE MADE 
THE RIGHT CHOICE . 


EXULTFING OVER HIS FORTHCOMING PROMOTION, SNAITH 
MADE FOR THE OFFICERS’ MESS . OTHERS THERE HAD 
FRIED TO TRAP HASSAN, THE FORTUNE-TELLER — BUT 


I'M STAGGERED You 

FOUND INCRIMINATING 

EVIDENCE AT HASSAN’'S 
Oz. SNAITH—I COULD 





: HASSAN 

f LIVE TO BE A GENERAL .I 

BD YOU'LL STAY IN TONIGHT pong 
SAFE? 


ZA F Yo. 
Lr, 1M OFF 4 


HASSAN FORETOLD y Y ; 
I WOULD DIE BY AN UNSEEN HAND AT ad me ON PATROL — 
SUNSET — AND BEGGED ME TO STAY T- DON'T BELIEVE | 

IN CAMP TONIGHT. Sige _\ IN THESE FAKES... 


SNAITH WOKE EARLY NEXT MORNING, AS HE HEARD 
THE HEAVY FOOTSTEPS OF THE RETURNING PATROL 
FOR AN INSTANT, HE WONDERED IF HALL HAD 
RETURNED, OR IF... mrs —— 


STILL ALIVE. 
SLIPPED UP IN HIS 
: PREDICT! 


ION oo + 
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BUT AS SIMON SNAITH WENT TO HIS QUARTERS ONE EVENING A WEEK LATER, 
HE CAME ACROSS A STRETCHER PARTY... 
WE WERE ON PATROL AND THE SUN WAS Z 
JUST GOING DOWN. CAPTAIN HALL TROD ON 
AN ANTI-PERSONNEL MINE. HE’S DEAD, 
SIR — THE BEST OFFICER 'C‘ 





SNAITH STARED AFTER THE GRIEF-STRICKEN 
N.C.O. UNCONSCIOUS OF WHAT HE WAS 
DOING , HE FINGERED THE STAR-SHAPED 

J] MARK IN HIS PALM AND SEEMED TO 

BA HEAR AGAIN HASSAN'S PROPHECY — 

ATHAT. THOSE ABOUT HIM WOULD DIE, 
WHILE HE WENT ON ASSURED OF RANK 
AND POWER. + + 


ayy gz 


WHAT THE HECK IS THE 
MATTER WITH ME? I'LL NEED 
SOMETHING MORE THAN HALL'S 
DEATH TO MAKE WE BELIEVE 


THAT ARAB HAD SOME 
MYSTIC INTUITION « » « 
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Chapter 2. The Coward 


THE AFRIKA KORPS HAD COUNTER-ATTACKED ONCE AGAIN ACROSS THE TUNISIAN 
DESERT . THE.SOUTH ANGLIAN REGIMENT WERE ORDERED TO HOLD EL AMORE AT 


YOUR CAPTAINCY 
1S CONFIRMED , 
SNAITH «1M POSTING 
YOU TO 'B“ COMPANY. 
BILL SUMMERS WILL 
BE YOUR COMPANY / 4 
COMMANDER 





AT THAT MOMENT, CAPTAIN BILL SUMMERS NOWN TO HIS MEN AS ‘THE BULLDOG‘ 
— STUDIED THE SCARRED NO IVIAN'S LAND IN FRONT OF ‘B' COMPANY. 


LET ME TAKE THE PATROL 
OUT TONIGHT, CAPTAIN SUMMERS . 
TOMORROW YOU'LL BE TAKING 
OVER THE COMPANY. WE CAN'T 
AFFORD TO LOSE YOU ON A 
PERISHING PATROL. - 


15 
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SNERS HAD COME TO ‘B’ COMPANY AT ALAMEIN AS A PLATOON COMMANDER. 
RGEANT-MAJOR HAD BEEN A CORPORAL THEN, FRESH FROM THE BARRACK- 
SQUARES OF ENGLAND. THEY HAD COME A LCNG way TOGETHER SINCE THOSE SE DAYS: 





4 VOLUNTEERS 
WHEN I TOLD 'EM HOW 
MUCH DEPENDED ON 

THE PATROL. 


SOMERS aa A GLOW OF PRIDE AS THE SERGEANT- MAJOR GATHERED Tet 
BE BRIEFED FOR THE PATROL » i 


E OBJECT 
OF TONIGHT'S OUTING 
__IS TO BRING IN A 
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BUT SUMMERS HAD HARDLY STARTED SUMMERS WAS ANNOYED AT MISSING THE 

THE BRIEFING WHEN THEY WERE PATROL, BUT THERE WAS NOTHING HE 

INTERRUPTED BY AN OFFICER WHO ° COULD DO ABOUT IT... 

ANNOUNCED HIMSELF WITH MILITARY DARN IT— BUT IT 

PRECISION . - CANT E BE HELPED E TAKE 

STOTT > 8 f ras E SERGEANT- MAU 
WELCOME 10 THE COMPANY. i THE PATROL, SNAITH. 

TAKE A SEAT, WE’RE ‘ OWS THE 

“OFF PARADE... SET-UP. 


HE PATROL AS 
'T SHOULD BE 
DON 


SNAITH LISTENED FRIGIDLY TO THE BRIEFING WHICH THE SERGEANT-MAJOR TOOK 
OVER , AND WHEN THE PATROL-PARTY DISPERSED TO GET READY THE SOLDIERS 


I WOULDN'T HAVE VOLUNTEERED 
IF I'D KNOWN THIS NEW BLOKE, 
SNAITH, WAS LEADING US 
TONIGHT. I DON'T LIKE 

THE LOOK OF HIM... 


LOOKED AT EACH OTHER GLUMLY. 
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THAT NIGHT, SNAITH LED THE PARTY OF FIFTEEN MEN OUT OF THE = FORWARD 
FOXHOLES OF 'B’ COMPANY. THIS WAS SNAITH'S FIRST TASTE OF ACTION AND 
FEAR'S ICY GRIP- CLAMPED UPON HIM AS HE TOOK THE LEAD. 


p INE GOT TO KEEP A GRIP 
ON MYSELF — Il MUSTN'T LET 
THE SERGEANT-MAJOR TAKE 

THE LEAD... 


BUT BY THE TIME THE PATROL HAD REACHED THE FRINGE AREA OF GERMAN ACTIVITY, | 
THE SERGEANT-MAJOR HAD NOTICED WITH ANXIETY SNAITH’S TENSE, SET FACE. 
HE REALISED THAT THE NEW OFFICER WAS IN NO STATE TO LEAD THEM . 


I'VE GIVEN CORPORAL PENNY a, O ° 
AND SIX MEN THE FLANKING [% “THE SERGEANT- MAJOR IS 
JOB, CAPTAIN a Tal Ve / STAYING WITH ME — HE THINKS 
PUSH STRAIG ‘ T’M AFRAID TO GO ANY 











The Brave And The Damned 





PSNAITH TRIED TO WILL HIMSELF TO BELIEVE THE ARAB FORTUNE-TELLER'S 
PROPHECY THAT HE WOULD SURVIVE THE WAR .. HE FORCED HIMSELF TO HIS FEET 
AND HIS VOICE CROAKED AN ORDER... 


@__ THE CLOT— HELL 
BE SEEN FOR MILES 
AROUND, STANDING 

ON THIS CRESTS 


‘A JERRY ¢ GUN-A BIG 
ONES THEY’RE DIGGING IN— 
GET DOWN HERE BEFORE 


THEY SEE US? 


(7 
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y DON'T FIRE TILL 

I GIVE THE WORD-WE'RE 

GOING CLEAN THROUGH 
THAT GUN-SITE . CORPORAL | 
PENNY WILL BE WAITING 
TO PICK UP ANY JERRIES 

WHO LEG IT OUT OF 
THE WOOD. 





STUMBLING BEHIND THE SERGEANT-MAJOR , SNAITH Wi 
LITTLE MORE THAN A HYPNOTISED SPECT) ATOR OF THe 
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JONES PULLED THE PIN FROM HIS GRENADE AND THRUST IT INTO THE BREACH oF | 
THE GERMAN GUN. JUST IN TIME, HE LEAPED CLEAR . 








|, WE'VE DONE IT/ & 

IT'S EASIER THAN I THOUGHT. 

BUT I'VE GOT TO PROVE I'm 
STILL IN COMMAND. 


SO FAR IT HAD BEEN A COMPLETE VICTORY F 
FOR THE PATROL. BUT SOME OF THE 
GERIVIAN VETERANS HAD RECOVERED gt 
THEMSELVES AND WERE FIGHTING BACK. 
SNAITH SAW ONLY A TRIUMPH IN WHICH HE 


L-_ NOT-THAT Se 
WAY — THEY'LL 
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CONFIDENT THE FIGHT WAS AS GOOD AS WON, fy SNAITH'S BUNGLED THE WHOLE 
SNAITH LED THE PATROL ACROSS THE OPEN GOT TO OVERRUN 
GROUND . THE GERMANS TURNED A WITHERING § 

RE ON THEIR ATTACKERS 





SNAITH, SHAKEN AT THE FIERCE RESPONSE OF THE GERMANS, PLUNGED FOR 
COVER . NO ONE IN THE PATROL WAS FIRING NOW. BUT THE SERGEANT-MAJOR 
THREW ONE LAST GRENADE 
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THE SHOT THAT HIT THE SERGEANT- MAJOR CRACKED 
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE BURST OF HIS GRENADE. 
SNAITH REALISED WITH PANIC THAT THERE WAS NO 
ONE NOW TO HELP HIM OUT OF THIS MESS... 








SZ IF THERE'S A Z. 
JERRY LEFT AMONG 
THE TREES I'M ¢ 

DONE FOR... 


‘BUT THERE WERE NO WATCHING GERMANS WHEN SNAITH CRAWLED OUT OF THE Be 
‘PALL OF DEATH THAT HUNG OVER THE WOOD. 


I'VE GOT TO GET OUT 
HERE — THEY’RE ALL 
DEAD EXCEPT ME. 





2 The Brave And The Damnea 


HE AMBLED BACK UP THE SLOPE FROM WHICH THE BRITISH PATROL HAD COME, 
REMEMBERING TO RELOAD HIS TOMMY-GUN. IT WAS THEN THAT HE SAW THE 
UNMISTAKABLE SILHOUETTE: OF MOVING GERMANS 

‘ \ JERRY - 





THE FIGURES WERE RIGHT IN THE PATH BETWEEN SNAITH AND THE COM 
SAFETY OF ‘B‘ COMPANY LINES . IN THAT MOMENT SNAITH ACTED LIKI 
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WN SECONDS IT WAS: OVER. HE SAW THE JERKING FIGURES FALL . THEN AS HE 
APPROACHED THEM, WARY OF ANY MOVEMENT, HE FROZE IN SUDDEN SHOCK 


THEY'RE BRITISH £ 


SECTION. BUT IT WAS 
GERMANS I SAW 
JUST NOW! > 


COLD SWEAT BEADED HIS FOREHEAD AS HE RECOGNISED THE MEN OF HIS COMPANY. 
THEN HE HEARD A FAINT MOAN FROM NEARBY, AND SUDDENLY HE UNDERSTOOD 
HOW HE HAD MADE THE DREADFUL BLUNDER . 
(4 g Yy ‘A GERMAN / 
YY THAT'S IT— PENNY HAD 
Lp Zp ALREADY CAPTURED 
PRISONERS... THAT ONE 
IS STILL ALIVE ..- 
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THE WOUNDED GERMAN, BARELY CONSCIOUS, WAS LL 
MUTTERING DELIRIOUSLY. SNAITH, WHO KNEW 
WORDS 





Z y 2 5 


Zz 


SA 
NO ONE MUST KNOW 
WHAT I DID. THIS GERMAN 


RELIEF FLOODED THROUGH SNAITH. THE WOUNDED GERMAN HAD NO IDEA IT WAS A 
BRITISH OFFICER WHO HAD KILLED THE PATROL . HE KNEW WHAT HE MEANT TO DO. 


' ; 504 _T’LL TAKE HIM BACK 
; Z Z TO THE COMPANY LINES 
b HELL FIT IN WITH THE 
4 STORY I'LL HAVE TO 
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A MINUTE LATER. MEN OF ‘B‘ COMPANY WERE RELIEVING HIM 
OF HIS SEMI-CONSCIOUS PRISONER . 

WE'LL LOOK 
AFTER THE 
PRISONER , 
CAPTAIN 
SNAITH — 
AND WE'LL 
WATCH FOR 
THE REST 
OF THE 
PATROL . 






















YOU NEEDN'T. 
BOTHER — THEY'RE 
ALL DEAD. 






As 
ee pe 





— A VERSION CONTRADICT HIS STORY. 
ALREADY FORMULATED IN HIS MIND. ANN iF ove T comp nave 
A\\ ) \\t TAKEN THAT PATROL 
\ i OUT, IT MIGHT HAVE 
SDS WH ah), Gone virrerentey. 
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SUMMERS WAS FILLED WITH BITTERNESS AND SORROW AT THE LOSS 
OF SO MANY MEN. BUT HE HAD NO REASON TO DOUBT SNAITH 





I WASN'T 
BLAMING YOU, SNAITH 
@ 1 JUST MEANT I KNEW 
THE GROUND BETTER. 
YOU DID EVERYTHING 
_ A MAN COULD DO. 


 SNAITH CRAWLED INTO HIS BIVOUAC THAT NIGHT, HE STARED 
IDERINGLY AT THE STAR-SHAPED IVIARK ON HIS PALM. 
EXULTATION .SURGEO: THROUGH HIM. HE KNEW THAT NEVER AGAIN: 


YP SOOTHSAYER WAS \ 
RIGHT — IT WOULD TAKE \ 
THE DEVIL HIMSELF TO (Ooo 

KILL ME. I'M GOING 
TO LIVE THROUGH THIS 
WAR. « « WHATEVER _/ 
THE BATTLES / DJ 
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Chapter 3. T iller 


{ THE TEMPEST OF WAR SWEPT TO NEW FURY IN THE ENSUING MONTHS, THROUGH 
TUNISIA, TO SICILY AND INTO ITALY. 


‘|| VIM PUTTING THE SOUTH 
ANGLIAN REGIMENT INTO 
THE ATTACK ON CASSINO. 
WHO'S THEIR NEW C.0. THAT J 
‘\ YOUNG OFFICER WHO'S 
4 COME UP SO QUICKLY 2-4 











SS 
LIEUTENANT — 
COLONEL SNAITH, SIR. 
YOU WERE TO PROMOTE 


BILL SUMMERS, BUTHE f 
WAS WOUNDED... @ 


AAT THAT MOMENT, BILL SUMMERS WAS NEWLY OUT OF HOSPITAL AND ON HIS WAY 
BACK TO THE FRONT LINE WITH OTHER OFFICERS 


YOU'VE SEEN PLENTY OF 
FIGHTING , SUMMERS . HAVE 
YOU EVER COME ACROSS 

‘-A-MAN WHO WASN'T 
SCARED UNDER FIRE ? 
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THE TRUCK WAS NEARING THE LINES OF THE SOUTH YOU MEAN THIS FELLOW 
ANGLIAN REGIMENT, POISED IN THE FOOTHILLS TO DOESN'T CARE IF HE'S 
Arrack THAT GRIM BASTION OF GERMAN STRENGTH, BLOWN TO BITS ? 


Ae 


NO — HE EZ, 
S BELIEVE HE M742 BE 
oA BLOWN TO BITS — HE'S 
Jf COMPLETELY CERTAIN THAT 
ASS WHOEVER ELSE IS KILLED, HE 
WILL STAY ALIVE 


SUMMERS DROPPED OFF AT HIS REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS . THE TIME HAD COME pi 
FOR HIM TO MEET AGAIN THE MAN OF WHOM HE HAD SEEN THE MAN WHO HAD NO 


\T'S AN ODD WAR . 
FIRST, I WAS. SNAITH'S 
COMPANY COMMANDER . 
NOW HE'S MY C.O. AND 
Z HAVE TO REPORT 








AGAIN SUMMERS FACED SNAITH, THE 

OFFICER WHO HAD WON PROMOTION TO 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL WITH RUTHLESS 
INDIFFERENCE TO THE LIVES OF HIS MEN. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


{ on YOUR NEW COMMAND, 
COLONEL SNAITH. 


yay 
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SUMMERS GAZED COLDLY AT HIS 
COMMANDING OFFICER . 

REMEMBER YOUR FIRST PATROL IN 
TUNISIA , WHEN ONLY YOU RETURNED 9 
DID YOU KNOW THERE WAS ONE SURVIVOR?) 
HE WAS TAKEN PRISONER BY THE 


GERMANS .I HAD ALETTER 
FROM HIM WHEN I WAS 







IN HOSPITAL . 


you'LL TAKE 
OVER *C' COMPANY, <7" 
MAJOR SUMMERS. 
WE'RE ON THE EVE OF 
A BIG ATTACK. YOUR 
MEN WILL BE EXPENDABLE. 
THIS REGIMENT IS GOING TO 
GAIN VICTORY AT ALL COSTS. GA 








ALWAYS SNAITH HAD THRUST AWAY FROM 
HIM THE MEMORY OF THAT FATEFUL PATROL . 
BUT IF SOMEONE LIVEO FROM THAT PATROL, 
HIS WHOLE CAREER WAS MENACED. 







»> PENNY WHO LIVED. HE 
WROTE ME A STRANGE ACCOUNT 


OF THAT PATROL , COLONEL SNAITH— 
QUITE DIFFERENT FROM YOURS, 







WHAT ARE 
YOU GETTING AT, 
SUMMERS ? 
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THAT. LETTER ABOUT THE PATROL HAD SNAITH WAS WHITE F 
TOLD BILL SUMMERS ENOUGH TO MAKE WITH ANGER AS 
HIM SUSPECT SNAITH HAD LIED. SUMMERS LEFT. 


SNAITH’S REACTION WAS SAVAGE . - - Ez 


CORPORAL PENNY THINKS T SHAN'T FORGET THIS, 
HIS PATROL WAS SHOT DOWN } 7, SUMMERS. YOU'LL NEVER 
BY SOMEONE WHO LOST / * MAKE THAT ACCUSATION 
HIS NERVE CK 


ONLY YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED ON 
WOULD BELIEVE THAT PATROL. BUT 
THAT OF ME. THESE AS FAR AS I'M 
MEDAL RIBBONS I WEAR CONCERNED , COLONEL. 
WERE NOT WON BY SNAITH — YOU'VE 
COWARDICE F ACCUSED YOURSELF / 


SUMMERS WENT TO HIS NEW COMPANY, STILL UNABLE 
TO FATHOM THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT SNAITH...STILL 
UNCERTAIN. THAT: SNAITH, THE SEEKER OF BATTLE 
Heonticn IN ITALY HAD, INDEED, BEEN A COWARD 

I HA. 
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STILL SEETHING WITH RAGE, SNAITH CALLED FOR HIS ADJUTANT AND BEGAN WORKING 
OUT THE BATTLE PLAN FOR THE REGIMENT’S NIGHT ATTACK ON THE DEADLY OBSTACLE 
COURSE TO CASSINO KNOWN AS ‘INFERNO HILL". 
YWYYEEY—(Ct*s AWS HAVE MISHEARD YOU, COLONEL . 
A YOU MEAN YOU WANT MAJOR SUMMERS! 
TE 7c! COMPANY TO 
oP, ATTACK “ INFERNO py 
HILL’ OVER OPEN / 





= 
THAT IS CORRECT. THE REST 


OF THE REGIMENT WILL MOVE ROUND ) 
THE FLANK OF THE ENEMY. 


SNAITH'S PLAN WAS COMPLETED. THE REGIMENT'S ORDER GROUPS WERE 
BRIEFED. NOW EVERY OFFICER AND SENIOR N.C.O. KNEW THAT ‘C‘’ COMPANY 
WAS TO BE DELIBERATELY SACRIFICED AS LIVE BAIT FOR THE ENEMY. 
THE COLONEL’S SENDING ~\ , ~~ CHS 
*C' COMPANY TO BE EXECUTED J 
TONIGHT, SIR... 
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OUTWARDLY CALM, SUMMERS FELT BITTER AS HE REALISED THE MEANING OF THE 
ORDERS GIVEN TO HIM. BUT THEY WERE ORDERS AND, AS SUCH, THEY HED, TO BE 
CARRIED OUT+ J/WeE'LL DO OUR BEST, MAJOR SUMMERS. z ; 
( Tu TAKE THE LEADING PLATOONS UP 
TO diss STARTLINE .«. 


I'M LEADING ’EM ON THIS 
PARTY, TOM. I WANT YOUTO 
LOOK [AFTER THE COMPANY 








AS THE MOON ROSE, SUMMERS SCRAMBLED FROM THE GULLY ON TO THE FIRST 
SLOPE OF INFERNO HILL . AHEAD, THE LAST BURSTS OF THE BRITISH ARTILLERY 
BARRAGE ERUPTED ON THE HEIGHTS THAT "C' COMPANY HAD BEEN ORDERED TO 
CAPTURE - 
ALL RIGHT, 
LET's GOS 
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HE KNEW HIS COMPANY'S BEST CHANCE : 
'WAS SPEED IN THE ATTACK, AND HE 
WENT YP THE SCARRED SLOPE LIKE 
A TEAM TRAINER SUPERVISING A 


SPRINT . SS eee 


THE JERRIES WILL 
BE EXPECTING 
SOMETHING — BUT 
THEY HAVEN’T 
SPOTTED US 
YET. 


THE BARRAGE 
WAS TOO MUCH: 
FOR THEM. 


NEXT MOMENT,THE SILENCE WAS SHATTERED, AND THE 
NIGHT WAS ABLAZE WITH THE GERMAN ANSWER TO 
‘Cc! COMPANY’S ASSAULT. 

a v7 : 


FEN. 


USE WHAT 
COVER YOU CAN — 
BUT KEEP 
GOING / 
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SUMMERS SAW HIS MEN STRUGGLING FOR SURVIVAL IN THAT STORM OF BULLETS. 
THE FIRE CAME FROM THE FIRST GERMAN OUTPOST— *C* COMPANY HAD NOT 
EVEN SILENCED THE ENEMY HALF-WAY HOUSE ON THEIR JOURNEY UP INFERNO 


> ied “MAKE FOR THAT RIDGE 
AHEAD, AND WE'LL START THE 
RUN IN FROM COVER. — 


THEY FLUNG THEMSELVES , PANTING AND EXHAUSTED, INTO 
THE DITCHES THAT WERE THEIR LAST HAVEN BEFORE THEY 
MADE THEIR ATTEMPT TO PULL THE TEETH OF THE ENEMY 
DEFENCES. 5 | 


7 _ WE'VE LOST THREE 

OF THE OFFICERS AND 
ABOUT A THIRD OF 
THE MEN, SIR. 


WE'LL SPLIT <J 
INTO TWO PARTIES. I'LL 
TAKE THIS PLATOON UP 
TO THE FIRST NEST OF 

JERRY GUNS, WHILE THE 
REST OF THE COMPANY 
GIVES COVERING FIRE. 4 
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THE ORDERS WERE PASSED TO THE OTHER PLATOON 
COMMANDERS, AND THEN SUMMERS AND HIS PARTY Be -~ 
RENEWED THEIR ATTACK ON THE HILL OF DEATH. 





‘NEXT (MOMENT, THE FIRST WAVE OF ‘C’ COMPANY WERE ON TOP OF THE FIRST 
GERMAN WEAPON-PITS, AND THE CARNAGE REACHED A NEW PITCH OF FEROCITY. 
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THE GERMANS FOUGHT WITH THE DESPERATION OF MEN WHO KNEW THAT THIS WAS 
A NIGHT OF NO QUARTER . BUT WITH THE SECOND WAVE OF ‘C’ COMPANY SURGING 
THROUGH THEIR POSITIONS, THEY WERE OVERWHELMED . P 


ATHE C.0.1S ON THE 
RADIO ASKING FOR 
A REPORT. 





TELL HIM WE'VE _ 
TAKEN HALF-WAY HOUSE 
/ GINE THE CASUALTY TOTAL. 


TELL Him thar wit TANK 
97 #S SUPPORT A HANDFUL OF THE 
¢ Cn COMPANY /V/GH7 REACH 


? “a 
Ge THE OBUECTIVE . 


BATTLE COULD BE OBSERVED, WERE HANDED 
she RECORT. FROM "Ce! COMPANY « 


WITHDRAWING THEM — 
ay MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS TELL SUMMERS TO GET ON 
OF ‘C’ COMPANY ARE KILLED, WITH THE ATTACK . WE’RE GOING 
SIR. THE REST OF THE REGIMENT TO TAKE THAT HILL, WHATEVER / 
COULD COVER THEIR WITHDRAWAL— THE COST, 7 
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THE RUTHLESS C.O. WAITED FOR THE HE GAVE THE ORDER, SAW HIS 
CRUCIAL MOMENT, WHEN THE COMPANIES MOVING UP, FOR THEIR 
GERMANS WOULD’BE INTENT ONLY ON] | FIRST ENGAGEMENT WITH THE ENEMY 
DISPOSING OF THE BADLY CRIPPLED | | IN A WAR-RUINED HAMLET ON THE 
4C’ COMPANY. THAT WOULD BE THE | | FLANK OF INFERNO HILL. 
MOMENT FOR SNAITH TO ORDER THE ‘Ar COMPANY = 
REGIMENT INTO A FLANK ATTACK 3 SAY JERRY 
J ; 27) | REINFORCEMENTS 

ARE PUSHING THEM 

OUT OF THAT 

HAMLET UP THE 



















DRIVER— GET 
ME UP THERE 
AND QUICK 7 






I SHALL LEAD THE 
REGIMENT'S FINAL ASSAULT 
{) ON THE OBJECTIVE MYSELF. 
EVEN IF SUMMERS LIVES . 
THROUGH THE ATTACK, ILL 
P MAKE SURE THAT ANY 
CHARGE OF COWARDICE 









SNAITH’S DRIVER HEADED INTO THE LETHAL HAILSTORM, HIS NERVES 
TAUT TO BREAKING POINT. BUT SNAITH, CONFIDENT AS EVER OF HIS [ 
IMMUNITY FROM DEATH, GAVE ALL HIS MIND ‘TO THE CONDUCT OF THE § 
BATTLE . pop oF CANT a a aad 


GET THE JEEP = taf \NHIMPER TO 
ANY FARTHER, 2 44 ME—T'LL TELL 
SIR. f \ YOU WHEN TO 
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THE DRIVER GRITTED HIS TEETH AT SNAITH’S SCATHING CONTEMPT. 
ND DROVE CRAZIL* SK OF OVERTURNING ANY MOMEN 


EVEN AS SNAITH LEAPED FROM THE JEEP 

TO TAKE OVER FROM THE ASTONISHED 

“A‘ COMPANY COMMANDER , THE WHISTLE?’ 
AN ARIMOUR-PIERCING-SHELL ENDED 

IN A SHATTERING IMPACT. 


IT'S THE CO. S 
THIS TIME HE'S 
HAD IT, 
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‘BUT SNAITH HAD LEAPED CLEAR IN THE NICK OF TIME. HE PICKED HIMSELF UP 
FROM THE ‘ROAD UNHURT BY THE SHELL THAT HAD SHATTERED HIS JEEP AND 
KILLED HIS DRIVER. 





ARE YOU SUPPOSED 

2g TO BE SOLDIERS D THERE'S — ¥ 
FIGHTING TO DO. GET UP THAT 

HILL INTO THE VILLAGE / 


7 





4 SNAITH WAS EVERYWHERE THAT NIGHT. WHEREVER THE BATTLE WAS THICKEST, HE : 
q bana aap NS A MALEVOLENT TYRANT SCOURGING HIS REGIMENT INTO 
FEA D BEYOND ENDURANCE E 1T’S OUR OBJECTIVE, 4 


| WE'RE TOO LATE TO SAVE ‘C” labo ceee 
| COMPANY. MAJOR SUMMERS 22 Ef A> TOC" GET THE REGIMENT 
AND THE LAST HANDFUL 
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AS THE MAULED REGIMENT BRACED ITSELF FOR THE ATTACK ON THE SUMMIT OF Ii 
INFERNO HILL , SNAITH HALTED HIS OWN EFFORTS TO WATCH SUMMERS IN HIS 
DESPERATE BATTLE AGAINST OVERWHELMING ODDS . 


Cs jg Ea SUMMERS © 
oe ‘Pome, , 1S DOWN~I'M 
aprects RID OF HIM. 


TOOK THE HILL OF DEATH WHERE ‘C‘ 
COMPANY HAO BEEN SACRIFICED. SNAITH'S 
MEN SANK ALONGSIDE THEIR DEAD 
COMRADES, AND STARED IN AWED, 
UNWILLING ADMIRATION AT THEIR 
FEROCIOUS COMMANDER. 


‘TIS THE C.0. STANDING 
THERE, CHARLIE / WHAT A B De 
FIGHTER — LIKE THE DEVIL > © cont A 
HIMSELF, HE WAS. AND / ? Dewts ARAB FORTUNE - 
ONLY THE DEVIL HIMSELE/ 4 ¥ TELLER. 
THE BRIGADIER 


<7 WAS BEEN KILLED 
BY A MINE IN THE 
VILLAGE 2 SIR 


DIVISION SAYS 
You'RE TO 
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Chapter 4 The Devil 


MONTH BY MONTH THE TENTACLES OF THE NAZI OCTOPUS WERE BEING CHOPPED 
FROM THEIR STRANGLEHOLD ON EUROPE. NOT ONLY THE ALLIED ARMIES ANO NAVIES, 
BUT PARTISANS LIKE THOSE IN JUGOSLAVIA INTENSIFIED THE FIGHT AGAINST THE 


HARASSED GERMANS. 


“THE BRITISH : 
PLANE IS COMING 
WITH YOUR NeW 
LEADER , MARCO . /} 


BEST LEADER WE 


7 HAVE EVER HAD. B 

<2-\ WE WOULD GIVE 5 

; MUCH FOR YOU 
TO STAY. 





WHEN THE PLANE 
LANDED, A BRITISH 
OFFICER JUMPED 
DOWN AND GREETED 
THE PARTISAN 
LEADER. 





1 AM LOOKING FOR A BRITISH MAJOR- ONE WHO WAS 
WOUNDED AND CAPTURED BY THE GERMANS AT CASSINO. 
HE ESCAPED FROM HIS PRISON HOSPITAL INTO 
JUGOSLAVIA . HE IS MAJOR BILL SUMMERS. 


PARDON MY 
WHISKERS , OLD 
MAN, BUT I’M 
BILL SUMMERS /, 
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AFTER RECOVERING FROM HIS WOUNDS, SUMMERS HAD STAYED ON WITH THE 
PARTISANS AT THE REQUEST OF THE SPECIAL OPERATIONS H.Q. ANO BECAME 
A GUERILLA LEADER OF RENOWN. 








THEY WANT YOU 
BACK IN ENGLAND, 
MAJOR SUMMERS. THE 
WAR OFFICE HAVE A 
NEW SPECIAL JOB 
FOR YOU... 4 


FORTY-EIGHT HOURS LATER , SUMMERS — MINUS HIS BEARD AND 
IN_A BRAND NEW UNIFORM —REPORTED TO THE WAR OFFICE ° 


-YOU'VE DONE A FINE 
JOB IN JUGOSLAVIA , SUMMERS. 
BUT NOW WE'RE SENDING YOU OUT 
TO THE PACIFIC IN COMMAND 
OF — OLD REGIMENT. 


/ HEN 
COLONEL SNAITH 
1S ad eer 
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You'Lt 


BE MEETING SO HE RECKONS SNAITH 

YOUR OLD FRIEND SNAITH IS MY FRIEND / I'D SOONER 
AGAIN. HE !S A BRIGADIER CHUM UP WITH A 
NOW— YOUR BRIGADIER / RATTLESNAKE .« 


SNAITH, COLD AND INSCRUTABLE , MET SUMMERS AT A BIG TRAINING CAMP 
NEXT DAY. HE NO LONGER FELT ANY FEAR OF THE MAN HE HAD ONCE TRIED TO | 
SEND TO HIS DEATH— FOR HIS OWN “HIGH POSITION WAS SECURE... ‘ 
a oD 


THAT DEADPAN 
FACE TELLS NOTHING. 
DOESN’T HATE 
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WITHOUT A JOB. EROS? HE SAW H 
oii 


= THERE'S 

STILL HARD 
FIGHTING TO BE DONE 
IN THE PACIFIC — AND 
OUR NEW TRAINING f 


yy) COMPLETE . Z. 





“ALL RIGHT, <@, 

SNAITH, I'LL'SEE * 
IF I CAN PERSUADE 
THE C-IN-C.TO SEND 
YOUR BRIGADE THERE. 








EVENTUALLY SNAITH HAD HIS WAY, AND HIS THREE A MESSAGE “GS 
REGIMENTS WERE EMBARKED -Y FOR You, SIR— Wem 
° x , = ~\ DIRECT FROM THE Ree 
WAR OFFICE. 


“" ayes U3 


fit cist - 
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SNAITH READ THE DECODED 
MESSAGE , DREADING THAT IT 
MIGHT BE AN ORDER FOR HIS 
BRIGADE TO RETURN TO ENGLAND, 
THEN TRIUMPH SURGED THROUGH 








HE WENT TO FIND THE RADIO OFFICER TO 
TRANSMIT HIS MESSAGE ACCEPTING HIS 
NEW ASSIGNMENT, BUT THE SHIP'S CAPTAIN 

[HALTED HIM. 


LAX was INTHE 
IY RADIO ROOM WHEN THE 
MESSAGE CAME THROUGH , 
GENERAL . TAKITI IS THE 
STRONGHOLD OF THE JAP 
GUERILLA LEADER , MiTSUMO 
— THE ONE THEY CALL 
THE DEVIL. 


THE LURKING FEAR IN SNAITH’S 
SUB-CONSCIOUS MIND, HIS ONLY FEAR 
SINCE A FAR-OFF DAY IN TUNISIA, 
JERKED SUDDENLY TO LIFE. 


@ EVERY WORD THAT 
ARAB TOLD ME IN TUNISIA 
HAS COME TRUE — AND HE 
WARNED ME THAT THE DEVIL 
ALONE COULD KILL ME... 








FOR THE FIRST TIME IN YEARS, SNAITH FELT HIS SELF-CONFIDENCE DRAINING OUT 


real NERVES .HE HAD FORGOTTEN. HE POSSESSED WERE ALIVE AND TAUT 


You 
LOOK UPSET, tT—IT’S THIS 
GENERAL. TROPIC HEAT. IT'S 
NOTHING « «+ 
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Chapter 5. Hell’s Playground 


ON A HIGH SPUR OF 
TAKITI’S VOLCANIC HILLS, & 
A_MAN WATCHED THE = 
APPROACH OF THE BRITISH fees 
SHIPS. HIS GUERILLA 
LIEUTENANTS SHOWED 
BY THEIR AWE OF HIM 
THAT HE WAS A 
SUPREME LEADER . 









at 










F gyri ) 2H 
SO THE BRITISH THINK THAT 







THEY LAND, THEY SHALL LEARN WHY 
MEN CALL ME ‘THE DEVILS‘ 





SNAITH TRIED TO CONCENTRATE. BUT FOR 
TOO LONG NOW HE HAD BUILT ALL HIS 
SUCCESS ON AN ARAB SOOTHSAYER'S 


THE PLAN WE WORKED OUT THIS 

TO ANOTHER TROUBLE | | (MORNING . SUMMERS WILL LEAD 

wi THE BEACH LANDING —THIRTY 
a / MINUTES BEFORE DAWN. 


RATION . 2 + GENERAL. LIKE HIM... 
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PINNACES TOOK THE UNIT COMMANDERS BACK TO THEIR SHIPS AND THEIR 
4 ALL WERE MYSTIFIED BY THE CHANGE THAT HAD COME 





WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH OLD SNAITH. 
HE LOOKS TO ME AS 


IT's ODD- 
I'VE NEVER SEEN 
SNAITH SO 





FROM 3 A.M. THE NEXT MORNING BRITISH NAVAL SHELLS PLASTERED THE 
APPROACHES TO THE BEST LANDING POINT FOR THE INVADING FORCES . 


BUT ACCORDING TO PLAN, SUMMERS MOUNTE! A SWIFT ASSAULT ON A 
NEIGHBOURING BEACH. 


(T'S TOO 
QUIET TO BE 
TRUE — WATCH 
OUT FOR 
\ SURPRISES. 
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SUMMERS’ INSTINCT WAS RIGHT. AS HIS MEN ADVANCED ON TO THE 
BEACH, THE JAPS OPENED UP A DEADLY CROSS FIRE WITH HEAVY _ 





IF THEY WAVERED NOW, HE KNEW THAT THEY WOULD BE DRIVEN BACK INTO THE 
SEA. THEY HAD TO PLUNGE THROUGH THE WITHERING FIRE THAT SWEPT THE 
EXPOSED BEACH + a — = 


COME ON— 
MAKE FOR THE 
ROCKS 
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WHILE THE MAJOR ENGAGED THE JAP GUN-CREW, SUMMERS 
PLUNGED ON, MAKING THE TREES BEYOND THE BEACH. 
4 ‘\ > Te = q 3 








The Brave And The Damned 5! 


AS DAWN BROKE, THE BRITISH 
FORCE , SPEAR-HEADED BY 
SUMMERS, ATTACKED. THEY 
WERE OUTNUMBERED BY AT 
LEAST THREE TO ONE, AND 
THE SURPRISED JAPS FouguT 
BACK WITH FANATICAL FURY, 


HAPPENS NOW, 

WE'VE GIVEN GUR 

MAIN BODY A z 

CHANCE TO GET  E. Z 
ASHORE. «+ -ZA 


AS THE SHEER WEIGHT OF JAP NUMBERS LOOKED LIKE 
OVERWHELMING THE BRITISH, THE BATTLE WAS 


WE'RE GETTING \ 
===4 REINFORCEMENTS — 
THE REST OF THE 
A, REGIMENT ARE 
MOVING UPS 
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BY THE END OF THE DAY, SUMMERS HAD 


ESTABLISHED A BRIDGEHEAD. HE HADA 
=OOTHOLD NOW FOR THE MAIN BATTLES 
IN THE TREACHEROUS FORESTS: AND ON 


THE HILL-SLOPES OF TAKITI. 
oa SIGNAL THE GENERAL: 


‘BEACH-HEAD HELD. PHASE 


ONE COMPLETED . JAPS 






ABOARD THE FLAGSHIP, SNAITH DID 
NOT EVEN APPEAR ON DECK WHILE 





ISLAND TWO MILES DISTANT ACROSS 









THE FIGHTING GREW FIERCE ON THE |. 


SNAITH WAS A CHANGED MAN. HIS STAFF 
COULD HARDLY RECOGNISE NOW THE 

| TENSE, NERVOUS GENERAL AS THE 
RUTHLESS , SINGLE-IMINDED LEADER 
THEY HAD KNOWN HIM ONCE TO BE. 
IF ONLY I COULD GET RID OF ie 
THIS FEAR... I'M SAFE 

ABOARD SHIP. MITSUMO'S A 

MAN, NOT A DEVIL —WHATEVER 

HE LIKES TO CALL HIMSELF., 
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AS SUMMERS FOUGHT HIS WAY DOGGEDLY INLAND, SNAITH BECAME ALMOST A 


RECLUSE IN HIS ROOM ABOARD SHIP. THEN,ONE EVENING, A RADIO BULLETIN 


RINGED THE WORLD... 


\ THIS IS THE B.B.C. 
FAR EASTERN SERVICE. 
“D> WE HAVE A MOMENTOUS 
Ip ANNOUNCEMENT. JAPAN 
HAS CAPITULATED. 
THE WAR ISAT —& 


lay END... 


ALL THE NEXT DAY, THE RADIO 
REPORTED THE SURRENDER OF 
VARIOUS UNITS OF THE JAPANESE 
FORCES . BUT EVEN IN HIS JUBILATION, 
GENERAL SNAITH MEANT TO TAKE NO 
Sea. WITH HIS OWN PARTICULAR 


WHEN MiTsumo | = 
AND ALL HIS. 
FORCES HAVE BEEN 
DISARMED, AND A 
HE'S UNDER A 
STRONG GUARD— . 
THEN 1'LL ACCEPT, 
HIS SURRENDER 
ON BOARD THIS 





THE WAR 1S 
WER / THAT MEANS 
MITSUMO WILL 

SURRENDER / 
I4L BE SAFES, 








FIFTEEN MILES AWAY, MITSUMO_ HAD 
SUMMONED HIS LIEUTENANTS TO HIS 
SECRET HEADQUARTERS — AN 
UNDERGROUND GALLERY _IN THE 
CATACOMBS WHERE TAKIT! TRIBESMEN 
BURIED THEIR DEAD. wr 


P LZ, ny Wh a A «\ 
y i my oh \ 


THE BRITISH 


THINK I, MiTSUMO, 
WILL TAMELY » 
SURRENDER / THEY J 

ARE WRONG 


] 
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7) i , 
y 
, Da THE TIME HAS COME, LIEUTENANT HOGAWA. 
YOU KNOW OUR PLAN? YOU UNDERSTAND THAT 
= | YOUR LIFE MAY BE FORFEIT BECAUSE OF THE 
FZ TRICK WE SHALL PLAY ON THE BRITISH FORCES. 
MITSUMO HAD WORKED OUT THE PLAN A WEEK BEFORE — AS SOON AS HE HAD FIRST. 
REALISED THAT JAPAN WAS BOUND TO BE DEFEATED. 


YOUR UNIFORM, 
COLONEL MITSUMO . 
I SHALL TAKE YOUR 
PART, AND SAYT AM 
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MITSUMO WAS SATISFIED, AND THE JAPANESE 
MADE THEIR FINAL PREPARATIONS — HOGAWA 
DRESSED IN THE CEREMONIAL STYLE OF A FULL 
COLONEL OF THE EMPEROR'S ARMY. 


P THE ENGLISH FOOLS WILL NOT 
SUSPECT THE PLAN. AT THE RIGHT 


THEM — NEVER SHALL WE 
SURRENDER .. +. 





TWO HOURS LATER THE INSCRUTABLE 
LIEUTENANT, SAYING THAT HE WAS MITSUMO, 
SURRENDERED HIS SWORD WITH DIGNITY . 
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THE JAP SURRENDER COMMISSION WAS SEARCHED FOR ARMS, AND ESCORTED ABOARD 
SHIP. SNAITH WATCHED WARILY FROM THE BRIDGE . AS SOON AS HE SAW THE 
MAN _HE TOOK TO BE MITSUMO, RELIEF FLOODED THROUGH HIM . 
. SO THIS IS THE MAN 
THEY CALL ‘THE DEVIL‘? TO 
\ THINK I FEARED A WEAKLING 


wo LIKE THAT a" 
O 
oP 2 





THREE DAYS LATER, WHEN THE FORMER JAPANESE POSITIONS HAD BEEN TAKEN 
OVER BY THE BRITISH, SNAITH WENT ASHORE. A WAR-TORN, HARBOUR-TOWN 


MAKE A SWEEP OF ALL AREAS FOR 
MNEs AND ARMS STORES. 
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TT WAS LATE THE FOLLOWING AFTERNOON, | [SNAITH STORMED TO THE SIGNAL 
WHEN SUMMERS HAD STARTED OFF ON QUARTERS, AND SENT RECALL 
HIS SEARCH OF THE ISLAND, THAT SNAITH | | MESSAGES TO THE COMPANIES HE 
REALISED SOMETHING HAD GONE HAD DESPATCHED = 
RIOUS Y : 





THOSE SHOTS ?IF 
THE POWs ARE \ 
RAISING TROUBLE, |. 
TLL MAKE THEM } 
SORRY FOR 
THEMSELVES. 


go \ Z 
JAPANESE } | COME OUT FROM SOME a \\\: 
SOLDIERS.| | HIDING PLACE,GENERAL. 
THEY'RE THEY'VE RELEASED THE P 
ATTACKING | | JAP PRISONERS IN THE 
COMPOUND AND ARE TROOPS TO 
AK STAND TOS 





APART FROM ONE GENERAL PURPOSES DETACHMENT, THE 
ONLY TROOPS SNAITH COULD SEND AGAINST THE JAPS WERE 
CLERKS, COOKS AND RADIO-OPERATORS 


TO ANSWER FOR LEAVING \ Hil 

THIS HEADQUARTERS TO iL HED OWN ORDERS - BUT 

BG DEFENDED BY THAT iy HE'LL FINO SOMEBODY 
CROWD OF MISFITS. TO BLAME... 


aor sxcin en 
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SNAITH ORDERED HIS MAIN FORCE TO OCCUPY THE NEAREST BUILDINGS, 
FQ DEFEND HIS HOTEL HEADQUARTERS . oa 





SNAITH HELPED TO BREAK OPEN BOXES OF AMMUNITION, AS THE FIERCE RATTLE OF 
FIRING NEARED THE HOTEL. NOW THE YELLS OF TRIUMPHANT JAPS COULD BE 
D THEY ARE SHOUTING: Y WA 
\MITSUMO, THE DEVIL, 
_. 'S HERES! 
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BUT THE COLD HAND OF PANIC GRIPPED SNAITH 

AS HE HEARD THE BAYING OF THE HUMAN 

HUNTERS OUTSIDE. - 
THAT /S MITSUMO/ : 


\ HERE NOW. /7°S THE, — 
BN pew HMSELES (a 












CLAMMY WITH FEAR, SNAITH TURNED 
LIKE A HUNTED ANIMAL AS THE DOOR 
BURST OPEN 


PS. 


VOL 
¢ 


eS 








ECHOING DOWN THE YEARS, HE SEEMED TO HEAR 
AGAIN THE LOW VOICE OF A TUNISIAN ARAB 


TO HIS DESTINY, 
BECKONING 
HIM TO HIS 


YOU KNOW 
T AM MITSUMO-THE “e 
ONE THEY CALL THE DEVIL. 
I'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR 
YOU, GENERALS 
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YOUR TROOPS 
ARE RETURNING 
FROM THE HILLS , 
GENERAL- BUT FOR 


YOU THEY WILL 


RETURN TOO 
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AT THAT MOMENT, SUMMERS, AT THE HEAD OF THE 
FORCE SUMMONED BACK TO THEIR BASE, HAD JUST 
MADE CONTACT WITH THE JAPANESE GUERILLAS. 


WE'VE GOT TO STOP THEM 
BURNING THE SUPPLY 
DUMPS— RUSH 7EM 
OFF THEIR FEET / 


THE MAIN BODY OF JAPANESE IRREGULARS 

HAD BEEN TAKEN BY SURPRISE ATTHE RAPID 

RETURN TO THE SCENE OF THE BRITISH TROOPS. 
ROUND ’EM UP, IVIAJOR— \*~~ 
BUT DETAIL A PLATOON TO 


w>- 
rum 
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THERE WAS NO SIGN OF MITSUMO WHEN SUMMERS AND 
ANOTHER OFFICER BURST INTO THE HOTEL . BUT THEY 
[SAW SNAITH » . « 


MEY THE JAPS ARE ROUTED 

WME GENERAL . ALL WE HAVE TO 
DO IS CAPTURE THE LEADER, 
MITSUMO . 





(AIT- 
THE GENERAL'S 
DEAD — STONE 





; SNAITH'S MEN SAID 
NO MARK ONHIM, psu FO OC) THAT ONLY THE DEVIL 
COLONEL SUMMERS — a X. HAD THE POWER TO 
NOTHING TO SHOW / By yay SCARE HIM~ ANDO 
GN ; Vea’ S GET TILL SWEAR SNAITH 


HOW HE DIED. es ; ~, 
7 ; Ny / 9\ DIED OF FRIGHT. 
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THE BRIGADE HAD THE JAPANESE RISING UNDER CONTROL BEFORE NIGHT FELL. BUT 
THEY SEARCHED THE ISLAND FOR A WEEK WITHOUT FINDING jUMO 


THE NATIVES SAY MITSUMO 
WAS SEEN GOING BACK INTO 
THE CAVES WITH A FEW 
OF HIS MEN. 





THAT'S THE END 
OF THE CATACOMBS — 
THE ONLY PLACE LEFT 
ON THE ISLAND WHERE 


MITSUMO_COULD 
HAVE HIDDEN... 
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WHERE THE ENTRANCE TO THE CAVES HAD BEEN, 
THERE WAS NOW A SOLID MASS OF ROCKS, 
SEALING THE CATACOMBS FOR EVER . 








SO THIS IS 
HOW IT ENDS— 
IN SMOKE AND 
FLAME — AND THE 
DEVIL CLAIMING 
HIS OWN 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS...ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 165—FIRST OF THE LINE No. 166—MASSACRE MOUNTAIN 


A proud tradition of discipline and It was only a number on a map—but to 
courage can be tough on those who the Kiwis who fought for it, Hill 125 
come into conflict with it. gained a more sinister name. 

ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 


No. 1644—THE LAST ROUND 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
5th November, are :— 

No. 168—THE WILL TO FIGHT No. 170—FOXHOLE GLORY 
No. 169—CROSSFIRE No. 17I—CHINDIT 
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FOR LOTP.14.0R MAIL COUPON TODAY 
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